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Expansion and Equality in Chinese Higher Education
Ding, Xiaohao
(The Institute of Economic of Education, Peking University)

Abstract: Did the enrolment expansion in Chinese higher education in the last decade
equalize the higher education opportunity? This paper explores the role of
socio-economic status in determining the access to higher education over time.
Findings show that the overall equality of higher education opportunity has been
improved by embracing more marginal students from less well-off families into the
lower-tier higher education institutions; however, students from families with higher
socio-economic statuses have benefited more favorably from the expansion in elite
universities. A brief discussion of the causes and potential implications is presented.
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Residency 0.392 0.049 0.000 1.480
Time -0.417 0.021 0.000 0.659
Eco 0.047 0.005 0.000 1.048
Ocu-1-2 0.123 0.060 0.042 1.130
Ocu-7-8 -0.265 0.054 0.000 0.768
Constant 833.549 42.072 0.000
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