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Clark and His Decentralization Discourse
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Graduate School of Education/Institute of Economics of Education,
Peking University

Abstract: Centralization and decentralization are two major models in higher education administration.
In what conditions, which model is more effective? This is a classic proposition in higher education
research. By employing historical analysis, Clark contrasts American decentralized model and European
centralized model. He concludes that centralized model stifles European higher education, and
decentralized model vitalizes American higher education.
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