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How was “iron cage” formed ----Case Analysis of Construction of Accreditation
Institution for International Schools in China
YAN Fenggiao

Abstract The construction of accreditation institution for international schools in
China can be divided into two stages, i.e. institution initiation and institution diffusion.
The first stage is characterized with demand orientation. It was initiated by an
international school and got positive response from institutional supply side. The
mainstream of institutional theory pays little attention to interest and agency, and it
cannot explain institutional initiation. By employing concepts of interest and agency,
we can explain why the institution is initiated and responded in certain ways. The
second stage was influenced significantly by institutional demand side and
accomplished through mobilizing social resources and certain social network by
institutional supply side. It accords to isomorphism and variation between the diffused
institution and the diffusing institution. Therefore, the institutional theory can explain
the phenomena in the second stage.

Key words: international schools, accreditation, institution, construction process, case
analysis
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