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Global Expansion of Private Higher Education and Relevant Policy
---- Analyses of Working Documents of 2009 World Conference on Higher

Education

Yan Fenggiao
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Beijing 100871.

Abstract: In past decade, private higher education has expanded dramatically. About 30% of total
tertiary students are studying in private higher education institutions. Private higher education has
become a major part of higher education system worldwide. Private higher education institutions
are diverse and can be categorized into four types: elite/semi-elite, religious/cultural, non
elite/demand absorbing, and for profit. Due to its size and significant role, private higher education
is one major theme of the 2009 World Conference on Higher Education. It is pointed out in the
Communique that higher education is a public good and the governments should be responsible
and provide financial support accordingly. Public policy should take private higher education into
account to maximize public benefit. The regulative system of private higher education is
composed of legislation, policy, procedure, quality control, incentive, and information. The policy
should abide by appropriateness and incremental rules and balance consistent and stable principles
on one hand, and contingent and dynamic principles on the other hand. International experience of
private higher education can shed light on long and mid-term plan for China’s educational
development and reform.

Key words: private higher education, global expansion, policy, World Conference on Higher
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ZeRlki: Svava Bjarnason, Kaiming Cheng, John Fielden, Maria-Jose Lemaitre, Daniel Levy,

and N.V. Varghese, A New Dynamic: Private Higher Education, A Report Prepared for the

UNESCO 2009 World Conference on Higher Education, P28.
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ZklkYE: Philip G. Altbach, Liz Reisberg, and Laura E. Rumbley, Trends in Global Higher

Education: Tracking an Academic Revolution, A Report Prepared for the UNESCO 2009 World

Conference on Higher Education, PXIV.
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Jandhyala B. G. Tilak, Public Responsibility for Higher Education, A Report Prepared for the

UNESCO 2009 World Conference on Higher Education, P26.
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