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Higher Science Education in China: Progress and Challenge

Abstract: China’s higher science education is facing significant challenges. In order to learn
overall situations of Chinese higher science education, this study investigated over two hundreds of
national experts and conducted interviews with faculty and students in various fields in science and
math. This study found that China’s higher science education is experiencing a decline of
educational quality after a glory in the past three decades. Enhancing higher science education is
becoming an urgent national as well as individual need. Core mission of higher science education
should be focus on “strengthening motivation for learning and cultivating self-learning”;
Universities need to develop systems of academic support and creativity learning tools to help
students learn more efficiently; More investment and action research on science teaching and
learning are necessary for future development of science education.
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