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General Education or a Supplement to the Professional Education
Sudy of Liberal Optional Courses of Peking University
LIU Jun-yan
(Graduate School of Education, Peking University, Beijing 100871, China)

Abstract: Liberal optional courses, as part of quality education for the undergraduate
students, have been under since implement September, 2000 at Peking University. It
is a concrete measure through which the university intends to realize the idea of
liberal education. This paper presents an analytical research on this issue based on
the liberal optional courses opened during the first semester of 2000-2001 academic
year and the second semester of 2004 05 academic year, concluding that there is
still a big gap between the ideal liberal education and the practice of liberal optional
courses at PKU, or in other words, these options only perform a supplementary role
to the traditionally-existing professional education.
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