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Student Internship and the Quality of Teaching in Higher Education:

An Empirical Research of Prisoner’s Dilemma Model
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Abstract: College student internship has been increasing after the expansion of higher education in
China. And the theoretical model of Prisoner’s Dilemma from Game Theory is applied to explain why
this phenomenon is “inevitable” under current institutional arrangements. Using student-level data from
the 2011 College Student Development Survey (CSDS: 2011), this study employed the internship
engagement index and multinomial logit model to analyze the relationship between the quality of college
teaching and students’ time spending on internship. According to the empirical result, this study found
out that teaching quality has a negative effect on students’ time spending on internship, supporting the
hypothesis from the model of Prisoner’s Dilemma.
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