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Do Female Master Graduates Choose Correct Job Search Strategy?

Yimei SHI Po YANG

(Peking University, Beijing, 100871)

Abstract: With the graduate enrollment expansion and the increasing share of female
students, the labor market condition for female master degree holders has not improved as
their educational attainment advances. There is still a significant gender difference in the
labor market. Analysis based on 2005 and 2009 Peking University’s College Graduate
Employment Survey revealed that female graduates tended to rely on job search agencies and
relatives or friends to find jobs in 2009. They paid more attention to salary, but had a lower
job application-interview ratio and lower job search expenditure. There was no significant
gender difference in job search in 2005. In addition, female graduates had similar job
satisfaction as their male counterparts in 2009, but male students with more interview
opportunities were more satisfied with their first jobs. In 2005, job search strategy had no
impact on job satisfaction. In conclusion, although male and female master degree holders
were taking increasingly different job search strategies, the gender difference in job search
process had not completely transformed into gender difference in employment quality.
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