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Abstract: Based on literature research, this paper briefly reviews the methods of the analyses
of the disparities of the funding per-pupil in Chinese education. Centering on the current situation
of the overall inequality of the resource allocation in compulsory education and the effects of the
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equalization-bound policies, the paper analyzes the problems of the existing research body with
respect to data and research methods. The paper also discusses the directions of the equalization
policies and the research in the disparities of per-pupil funding. It ascertains that currently in
China the allocation of educational resources are still highly unequal, which challenges the
ongoing state policy of equalization; the equalization efforts in the past decade, on the other hand,
is actually not as unfruitful as perceived; seen from the preferential position of the minority
districts in terms of per student subsidies, the resource allocation of public compulsory education
has indeed followed the principle of “vertical equity”. The study holds an optimistic view towards
the policy effects of the most recent equalization efforts led by the central government of China.

Key words: compulsory education, funding per pupil, disparity, equalization, effects of
policies
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