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Abstract: By employing 3624 questionnaires from five private higher education
institutions in Xi’an City, Shaanxi Province, this paper analyzes the impact of social
stratification on educational stratification. Major findings are as follows: firstly,
parents’ vocational prestige and educational level have positive impact on
possibility of children’ higher education; secondly, parents whose children are in
public and private higher education institutions have different educational level and
distribution; thirdly, parents’ educational level has positive impact on quality of
children’s programs in private higher education institutions, but parents’ vocational
type and income have negative impact on quality of children’s program in private
higher education institutions; fourthly, parents’ educational level, vocational type and
income have positive impact on children’s willingness for further education after
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graduation from private higher education institutions. The study has important policy
implications.

Key words: Social stratification;educational stratification; China’s private higher
education;empirical analysis
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