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An Empirical Study on the Relationship between College Type and College
Students’ Value-added Assessment
——Evidence from National College Students Survey
Ma Li-ping Guan Qing-tian
(Graduate School of Education, Peking University 100871)

Abstract: Based on the human capital theory and screening theory, the paper studies the
relationship between college types and students’ value-added assessment by using a national
college students survey of 85 colleges and an OLS regression model. The paper finds that the key
universities have less value-added influences on students’ overall ability, innovation and
non-cognitive ability; those students who major in humanities or engineering in non- key
universities improve their ability more significantly than those from key colleges. This research
verifies the screening theory to some extent according to the results and comes up with some
suggestions on discipline construction.

Key words: college type; education quality; students’ ability; value-added assessment
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