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Institutional Transformation and Scale Expansion for Chinese

Higher Education System
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Abstract
From 1990s to early of 21t century, Chinese higher education system has experienced
decentralization reform, and the share of provincial sector in terms of both higher education
institutions and enrollments has increased from around 60% to above 90%. China began to increase
its college admission dramatically in 1999, when decentralized system had been ready, this lead to a
leading role played by provincial sector for higher education massification. It is the competitive
mechanism that drove provincial governments to expand higher education enrollments of their
disposal. Based on statistical analysis, it was found that coefficient of standard deviation of college
admission during 1999-2010 varied narrowly, and the coefficient even declined for the years of
1999-2004. It implies that opportunity for higher education has been improved among provinces. In
addition, scale expansion has improved market mechanism for admission and employment.
Mobility of freshmen and graduates across provinces has become regulative. Nevertheless, because

resources are scare, quality has been worsened by dramatic expansion.

Key words: Chinese higher education system, institutional change, enrollment expansion,

decentralization, massification



FLR2EF1IM ERBEZGFHAR CETFETD
R 42 1D Economics of Education Research (Beida) 2014 £ 3 H

— EBUE R T SERREFEE ARUHIHE

FELQT8F I I 1, o B e 55 280 7 A B A ) — AN S 2R e P AR AL, SRINBR
THOTBERSN, T RATEGR TP L — K m A 2L, IR AR R Ry E AT R
AT T BUGT DS 5 K R S 308 IR, R s S8 H0H 1 STy — Fh I B 6
Ho BbAh, FRBER ST B B DA S AL, TSR “ AR E]” MR
IR AR N A ZE80E AL AR 0L S5, 7 BUy Hh [ ey &5 28 7 B AR 52 )
TARUIR L, B EA O N R ) R RS . 1985SEAIAT 1 r A OGO Ak 2
FPRED) fat, N TSNS RBUGIMERIRIRYE, ST R B (BRI, BT, F
IR =GP ARG (A, FERE R 80 R ], v [ A A i BRI AT S
AEZN . 19894, HRBERAIIR G2 Hl kL 132.83%, H1 du SR AR AE R 5 A AR R AE 1)

43.89% (ZWFELD).,

R 1: 1989. 1999 A1 2010 = g FlHh 7 e A BURAEAR B A S L BT o5 ) L A7)

A RIES HuJy
i A2 B | BeRX L | fERAE A | fERZELE | BE R B | BERR B | A2 K2 B | ERVER
B | Bl (%) ol (%) | (D (%) | OO 7l (%)
1989 353 | 3283 913,841 43.89 722 | 67.17 | 1,168,270 56.11
1999 248 | 23.16 1,242,943 30.42 823 | 7684 | 2,842,931 69.58
2010 m 6.59 409,742 8.74 1573 | 9341 | 4,278,001 91.26

PORLRYR: 1989 4. 1999 4 2010 4E (1) (HEZEF W SIFLDY, Jbut: NRIFE HRE.

1992 RR /N H I8 Z I R A2 5 )+ DU KR ST T S A5 MR/ D X7 T A TR R
Ja, T E GRS SRR IR IR, Lt U AL A0 v 5 20 H 8 BRI SO R Y T A
REIEER o 1993 MU K (rh Bl 20 SO AR R ZE) i “it P k58 (AIRIX.
HREW) DPAEH. pRATTIEE EEAES]. TREREHE - R REFXLT. ek
J&A R IFAE R AE A TR STEVE S TR BT AL R g8 7 AME A PR 22 A
PR ARG T T, X720 RS A E S E R, SUEMBUIEAS S A
(HIRIX. BT, AR, RSB, 98 (BRI, BT W
HUH AP BTN R PR AR G 7 L, m ] i 55 2 A B A ) 0 B
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HEN TSR RIRY B FECUE SR RRAE |, AWTEREEAL, [ 55 %e /5 T 199444 Lk
19955 1E R B+ 1996SEFEAL I . 19984EE M, HIT 1 WU IR S5 20 A 8 BRI DU (1 )38 1%
2, WU T ESR A E S A e IR, . SE. B M\FITE . LR A,
EIGISHE, B 19984 E 55 Be A4 cie s DA K — ol 25 B B [ T A e AN R 4, — b b ey
SRS R R R WA A A S A, T (ST BRSSP R R 8 B AA I
SR gt T BRI, R T R R R TR O3 R AT B IE R R, X TSN
e RN 7 A A8 LT I AR SEAT TR B M SR IR SRl B, £ 1998
BT — R R UG, B ETELS%, 1EN MR A R iRbR . SRR A A
%, P RATSSETRE N ARL BRI I8, mERE R BN KE XA 55 BRIt & i
T e BT I, S5 e H 4R iy b SR SRR — BN TE], AR B B e T BURF 97 57 . 1998
AT (RN RIERE S5 HE ) bR, &S RE ST “EEmEg (8
TEIX . BT BURFBIAEEL. 4 T 0, EEEEMBORIES TR RBUN G B IRNE"
ST EEOE, BI19994F, rhRBEAL & A mi R I L9 23.16%, R R AR LE IR A M
AR RE I EL 61 7930.42%, $LE1989F A 1 R IFEL (S WKL . 20004 ([ 5 F/r
AT RTEFBRE . BB BT RBURN LS S R 2 5% h) s 5D,
B PN RBUT s S PO AR 2, i — 55l T 43 BUE B AA )

F19994F Ly AN, FRE S EHE K0 BUE HAR R A ATER, M7 i Bl AL
PR AN RGFT o R L B B 3L T 70%. 33 SREN— RS BUS BB 1,
F20044E4), FEIE 25 B 45 B AT CHR 1) H B 367 Tl M h, A I 2500 B4 kI
BRBUREEL 2/E 0 BUEHIOMR T, M7 BUN A6 i BRI =S A R R BURN 4t
B Ip IR 25 T B RIIR R, R R ARG AR O S R R K
VRS HAGFHAARILES, MR S, AR RE IR BT, R T BURN &
G, IRBIEE R R BRI I3 38 7). IR WL ST RIS X, =55 R 1 R Al
BB ATHE— 25 R B T, (R T e S O MU A d K DA R 5 Hb 7 5 R R PO SRR
B, M TT B AE SEILE AR HCE KA H AR R i 7B A . Sad R0 AR
THAE B 9K, FI120104EF, 17 BER BT o () EL B 2 $1093.41%, 17 5t K 7R 8 A BB FT o
(42 = $091.26% (S LKD),

L(EREHE RS, 8570, Jbal: NREE B, 2003 £,
2 (REHEES 2004), 856 T, dbil: ANERHH bR, 2004 4.
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Hh ] A R AR I RHIE 5 B E K W A B BUR R RHE R DTG . BT
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Mo NGRS S TR, L] L R R 2 B I X322 5 e Je 1S AR B
BT 22 5 R A R AR . MTEBUASI SR A, O BUGIA T el L2 A ke
RPN . NI BUATI SCETT TR, 7E19804E 2 Al Z8UF i B, hE ST “Gilts
ST AR ECE B, 19804FFFARSAT Hh SIS “ S AEnE IR ) I BURL T 7, 1993
TEIFIRTAT “ B, D BR T INBEA Y O ] S A A g oy AR TSR B2 . AP B, FE
KB 5N, QAR v [ vy 45 240 7 5 BRI 1 43 BLAK SO 34 /E AT

L2, T EEEHE E ARG R SR T NSRRI, JFE LI Rt fE AL
FIRLE N FIIE S TR T 93 S5 0 KA B AR 3 SE bR o 240 BUE BRI i S
RAAMCHERE =4 T EREIFENANE 2 N TR — 2Ry (S s Bk, i B R IR — AN WA
E 3 BUE PR B RE 1 =5 808 RG RIS 5K, 7 BUR 2 18] B 56 4 AT 9 TR Sl
SSHE RO HARAAE 7 EEMEM . GUF 2 IR OOE 5 1 b E AT BUA S E MY S5,
HTBURAE “BURTRFRIE” HUEIER R, Sle It B s & e s, A EGDP
(1G-SR ORIFAE — LR RSP b 34F7E T [ 2 LIS “ bt — AN &5 B AR,
FRBUN 2 E B K H AR ” 1% 5

B S A RO AR b, BATRI A S A R AA BT R R RN . #2
91998-20104 3K [H v 25 A A AR S H A R . AT BLE Y, 1999-20064F /2 iS5 4 B #
RS 5K, ERA N KT 710%, BT FHAT19984 1119.8%4 & £

LRAE, GE), (PESVSCE TP, 157-164 T, Jbnt: =BCRRE, 2012 4

2RUETT SR LG CERIE: BHEMRSBORHE), FE, st hmat, 2010 4.
SR VPR, P E 2T SR A A SARAF---M BRHIAAEE A AT A S YK, 5K, A
Beaghm, CHKIMES: PEBKNBOARTY), 23-48 71, Fifg: HSCHRA, Fifg AR, 2008
Fo

B, B.R.Weingast, “ R RIYES T MILGEHONH] ", Gk, AR RS, COuKmzed: hEY
KEBUaLH2), 1-22 00, Eife: fBuhfet, B AR SARAE, 2008 4.

A (2008) (BRI T BN : B ABU SR ), 89 T, b AEBUbARH, B AR HRAE.
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20064F11)22.0%. —/MHBRIIILGSE, (E19994F R AMIE 55 Bestt 4 1) (i 21 20 0 H JRMAT
TR AR, SAEBOE BN ER 20104 T 15%, 1 Sk AR e AR H0E BRI SRR Y
RIS TR, TRAE2001EHE T AR RUE AR, RS
SEHE R HARROI (A R 32 AT 220054 . (HiE, H9HEM, XA HARRGER Ry, 2
20024F I A [H i 2= T SEIL 7 15% BN R HAR, SETHEN =S 8H KAl Br. EBrbbEL
I o, SHAESAEL, T E R T AR B R 18] SE B T AR KA H . 1
Bt BT E AR 2 XA AN T, RV A2 v [ S5 0 AL 51K Y S o P58 32 3 T30
M ? RARBIMI T kRS “ i — a5t B s, FREBUFHS SR
g K H AR LR ?

®2: PHEESEHHEIV BRI (1998-2010 )

RERHERAEW E— | BARH0T | REEE | RNt | B
e | RERHER . y 5 2
e R © G| A4 CNIED £ (%)
™ i AUPOR Lt 451 AN
GiPN) (%)
1998 1022 340.87 23.43 7.38 40.7 3335 11.62 9.8
1999 1071 413.42 7255 21.28 426 3815 13.37 10.5
2000 1041 556.09 142.67 3451 46.3 5289 16.30 12.5
2001 1225 719.07 162.98 29.31 53.2 5870 18.22 13.3
2002 1396 903.36 184.29 25.63 61.8 6471 19.00 15.0
2003 1552 1108.56 205.20 2272 725 7143 17.00 17.0
2004 1731 1333.50 224.94 20.29 85.5 7704 16.22 19.0
2005 1792 1561.78 228.28 17.12 96.6 7666 16.85 21.0
2006 1867 1738.84 177.07 11.34 107.6 8148 17.93 22.0
2007 1908 1884.90 146.06 8.40 116.8 8571 17.28 23.0
2008 2263 2021.00 136.10 7.22 123.7 8931 17.23 23.3
2009 2305 2144.66 123.66 6.12 129.5 9086 17.27 24.2
2010 2358 2231.79 87.13 4.06 134.3 9298 17.33 26.5

ORI RS (PEZEE T KBS AR BEAE,
http://www.moe.edu.cn/publicfiles/business/htmlfiles/moe/moe_335/index.html. 2013 &3 H.

19994 rv SR U AE A 1€ F =y S5 R AL TR ERRRIN S IF AR 7870 Flvt 2 i R AR 4
ko MBI AT 0SS . IERGE AT R R AT RERIEIR R, 7R TR, Ho 07 BURFAT R A
BORHHEAE B HEEN, S 2 ERRERAYT HEBCR MR R, Itk e T T

LORYEE, Jeib, SRR, (P NRICAIE AT L), 681 0T, Jbat. BrihFtiiRst, 2011 4.
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B fBlhn, 2001AEVTF5 A EURF A A0 VAR SERAT A TR BR ), 78 2% 1 Vi m] A0 (RAIE B 1 i
N, AimE A A TR . 120004, DU )IER T RIMEAE BBV 1275 N, SbRiRA212.88 7]
N, EELEINT.3%. 220044F, 4[58 @A L RHE A TAE 2 8% A 2 1 /E 1
X, TR PG R RIS A N AT — R4 26% . 34 [ 5 4 2 A MUY Sk B AE 2
FTHE DL — 3R o TR T L84 ) HARAE O - W16 R AR AR 20054 L 20014F 1 K 1 239.17%,
RS E TH AR R 2) LR A 20% 1) 18 55 R R, 20004F (1) s 3520 B BN 5% 914%, 200544
F1E124.9%; R B A AR 20054F HL20004E 4K T 1.73%, B A\ %% )\ 20004F [#18.5%
15 F120054F 1117.3%; 7 88 = 1K A0 AR AL AR 20054F LE. 2000458 il 1 1.496%, B 2% 20004
[¥189%% 1 31 20064F-1£119.5% . 42 64FIKELEY H, F20054F I, BRBtIM . =ML =1
BRERXAS, 2EEAE I EEAE BRI T15%. 0, Sy AR A5
B, TR T (R AT A o

£ “—T” HE (2006-2010), SRR A MUY RIE FE T IR ORFFAE — DMK K
PIFET PR (W) X5 REUR X T SR AT NI TR — B K R A
BE L —HAWENENL R T2007THETHS N T HE KRR A HAN— T S8
“H RIEMRISUES, USRI BOR A —AMTH St 7 7 BUREXS T4 KA b &
HAE TR RRLAS . WEE B, BRI T RTINS E R s A
Hbr CBFEBANYR i mRE. TS AR 85 . M= RNZ, w827
UG AT LAIE 2475008 o S5 08 MU R R B, o A p e B BB s i i bk 200648 K AT
M CBEHKT “+— 07 WEEESEPREE TEMERL) 7530 Bl TaSHE kR
JRAEFT — D TUAFE TP R B R A — L8 [A) j, G0 “A7 Lekb X H i & e R B BREAR
AN 07 S A ORI A ) SR AFAE o 7 FRERBAGTE “ 1 — 107 WIIA) 3 2 8 AR s 2
FHXS RS E FRAE AR, D)SEAUE RO B4R S i & FoRk 7 X TR m S AR 1 =AM R 2L
R B, BRI RS PRAESTE N B E F R FE AL $]5,00000; 5B, MR
AT 9 B0CE Sl 2R 35 755,00000 BA 350070 LA b 8 R TIE N #UE 48 3 o W B H B A
LF18%LL B, MRS 5=, KT BRKP B A F S S A E A 2 A B N

(P E#E 4% 2002), 494 71, dbxi: ANREFE s, 2002 4,
CH E#E 4 2002), 661 U1, dbal: ARHEHE tihktt, 2002 4.
(FEZEFSE 2005), 848 71, dbil: AR A HAAL, 2005 4.
HE MR T 2006 FIRMMFSEHEHE “+—H” REMKBIEM AL

B W N e
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BRSO tHAE “ 107 I s S A R R A K IR, (ER 2 ROR I TR
fE T —T07 WIRGRELORFr @ S8 BRI KOs e . IRIRL7 S SO+, B
FEN ML KA RAR T HAE 17 WEAE REMRIAT TI0E, JFHRH T8
Wo T H i LB

AR I B RBITHR IR AR EA N R R 290, £
FABRBWF I “BEPEMmE, f7HRMmMK, Sidge, SR AEE BT “+
—I0” WAV A R, P S S R E R, AR S A R,
JE AR R D) S B3R i 20 TR BRI R AN ZR A

B RAN T BE MR TR SRR PSR, &m0 TR KR =
BOR, MRNBE R ERBA B Z, LI — A DB R R R S B8 R, <+
— IR, WEHE BN ERER S E30%, HRKE.

LR T O MR FITAE 2 MR E s g & k1507, BEHRmE, &
ARG AR IR E MR 5 22 IS ARG .7

LRAMDEPNIEML T LA, “HMURENEREELZ”, “HRHK HAARH
SEHL

B R — e e @ ERE TR KRR RS E . MO B E
() e S5 20 R T R v T v SRR RO EE AR . I SRaBRRT 5 M 75 ERORT A 1) 7 LA R e
QX I T AR A B AR AORE € MR, A3 RUH R (K7 BURF SE 44T N2 i S 80 FURLY 3K 1)
—E 7.

= WHTBFRRFTAST KREFHERRNEREEYD?

EE Y], AR A E I B A R AR T, R T, T N
D o BRSSO, RBUR S G T R S R X AR DL AT I R, R0
1955-1957£F 1 B e KA R AR JR U2 = I i B D st ELARF IR T Mk ) RS ob - et s A AS 7
VR, BEgUNIE M, SRR E; RIS R R A YR E YT

YR HE WA R TN X B XA A H R, AT RAE a7 08 1] e 3t 75 W G T
HHAELRPEKED,
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KSR IR . LEE, RIS o [ i 55 28R 1R R KA R AL T FIBAR N R B B, A
BN BIRERS N OEI 2 ERE, st T e 8E 4 7 A A e
S SR A HI YRR

M ELFERIFIR, A T-EH 2% B m S8 A KR — AN EhrgE . 2
QORI A E B HAH LS, REESEE WX A R EE TR, B2, M
B R A NI Ty, T BURE R, I B A PR A, R RS R
Z B A BRI Z BRI 2 B S B A LR M2 ? fEmRy i, 8|S
BHLEHEBRAIZ RS K TR/ T ? Xk, 2ARFAHE KRBT,

POCK L — S G B B, R AR TR — e R R . 35 X 1998-20104F &
B R AR IS B T B, A BB MR ZE” R “hRvEZE R BT AR B ORI
ZH, ME BN XS HUR Y R 58 = 5 A U R B ZE R K T 3B i /N
NI T 0] 7 73 AL T B9 04T 2 BB A T Bes s AR A . TR, it
BEHCREON , BT Joi2oks e 4 [ 8 AR i b s R AR AR I OB TP B LR, e
RN PR R R B L, IS5 B0 S B0 A S e 17 458 1 A 1
HIEZES. (HA2, FRATIIRRT DA e T-48 bR AL S SO R kAT — S8y B il it R3rhil =
SHEIETY RS, ERETFRANSEN R RS E MR ESE, B RAIIE
AL TIHE, BPHE I E fUBHERREZE R . PR KBRS XA A0.615 (19984)
0.649 (20064), ZF{LIEEARIR K. 7£1999-20034F, %A FMO0.625F4(%510.616, FIIHA
LB PR O LA I T %, B3 B A IR N AR AR R IOR A 17 1) 4 A i
K, AT RAE S HED &8 N AL AR AN I (] B A T 4 AR A

R 3: 1998-2010 £F#-4 H J e A AL U 1) B TR S5

| BOME | ROKME | RE | TEE bt ZE PRUEZE R AL
1998 1385 | 84946 | 83561 | 34955.71 | 21495.408 0.615
1999 1657 | 127013 | 125356 | 49953.35 | 31237.224 0.625
2000 2320 | 172491 | 170171 | 7116361 | 44176.021 0.621
2001 2420 | 215734 | 213314 | 8654161 | 53675.672 0.620

Lt NRILRIE A %, (LRIEZE 50 45), 364 51, dbxnt: JLmUlE R bk, 1999 4.
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2002 3414 | 222880 | 219466 | 103386.32 | 63914.734 0.618
2003 4279 | 273894 | 269615 | 123280.68 75985.668 0.616
2004 6003 327452 | 321449 | 144303.94 91520.996 0.634
2005 7589 400573 | 392984 | 162728.42 | 105004.741 0.645
2006 8359 | 422220 | 413861 | 176146.13 | 114235.014 0.649
2007 8046 417544 | 409498 | 182554.65 | 114956.461 0.630
2008 8520 465593 | 457073 | 196019.74 | 124642.417 0.636
2009 9020 | 469097 | 460077 | 206288.13 | 130634.180 0.633
2010 9213 | 475212 | 465999 | 213469.39 | 134283.151 0.629

FORIIUR . ARE E K it R Chitp://www.stats.gov.cn/tjsi/ndsj/) i+ E5 5], 2013 4E3 .
W WE=mKE-m/ME. FRilEZE RE =R EPPE .

B BN R R MRS HE R — AN BRI —AMX EE
LHENZIEBEFRAKT . HTERE KRG FEETRAEXN G, b EH R
M CHEZEFELE) ARG F1214 200248 M20054FE s (%4), R A XL
P — N EEHE BN FRIZENE I AT AR AEZE R BRdEZAPMED MTHRETT
2, 13220024 % 8 BN R MARHEZE RECH0.38, 20054178031, JE#E/NT I, BiAI12
MNE R S BE FINLSAES AR R R E F i T4, IW— MU SEE, 28U T
(IR 5K F T4/ N2 i S B A WL A8 B 22 0

% 4: 2002 4EF1 2005 4F 12 MEEEHE BANERE

o 7 e O = A O 1 < A DO U ¥ N/ I A B V1B =+
£ I 7 N I N A I i O NS I =B B | A N (| B P

2002 | 123 | 18 | 20 | 20 |125|135| 15 | 13 | 18 | 153 | 14 9

2005 | 184 | 280 | 335 | 340 | 173 | 205 | 19.2 | 17.0 | 242 | 23.7 | 21.0 | 10.0

PORIRYE: 2002 FEMEHE R BT (hEZEF4 2003 42); 2005 (K H T 20E Sk =
2006 FEHRALMZEEEHE “+— 07 REMRSIEMEL.

FERATRA R E O AR E P R, BESERE RN K, B2mEH

10
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Bl A BRI ES. fln, EodbatmE a1 AR =B RS, HiH
TH AR R B 20035, VT34 Wl R AL R ORI 2 T 74%,  BIfE Nt
ZARERMNAN AL R, BFEHAEBCRIE, 208 [T i o8 BSO8R RHE
ATFRITIEE], BRI T L2, 120084F, BATRILAEIR, BHETH5A TS
VRERATT, BEE A SR DGR AR, I L R d e AN A, R AR K
RSB A RS2 2] 7IRE], O3 T RIEAS MR AR, AR R aY R
A A ] 2010 FRATRIW L IRATN,  thAR1S SILIAH FREE .

R, AR R R AR R R, IR IX 1 R AR A A TR B S, TG E S
AE AR AR A R], 3 RAHUSCR F RORIEHBIX )22 A, SR 8o A R T4 /N X 2 T)
2SR ENSIZER. M8, R X MR RIEM X EEZ @S E N2, THERR
R AT, RFAEEP RN ZER, ZWUNARE O &SEETBAER, e
AeTh e H R R AN A LB SR bR B SRR . 4REE G/ NE PR E R A R RS R
—AEZEHR, VIS ERCRIATEN B, H e B R B e b AR 1) e, SR e
SEARGESR RN PR, AEBRATE B T =58 208 B 5 IR TEAT R Tt 2 P SR —
1P

. mEHEREY KREHERT

W BRI AT, FATE S, BUE BRI A R T S BUR AR K i 5 A A
MG INFEZ S S5 B E LSy, i A — LM R B o S S BB A PRI R . @55 H
B R P5K 2 B B a0 m S 0T A e sl ? 8 R Sl %2000-20074F (1
EEFELE) P ENEEIEY KPR EEAAT MR, JHER T A R B R, JRATFE 1L
XX [ R AT — BEHR T

B, mEEHE MY KA R TR NI E SRR RS RS EE YK
MR, S5 EH RGN Z AR EL DT P, RPmRSEEE MR SR E KL
KRR AN G 5 T o TXAT AR IR F R 7 e A v S P 2 A B S £ 18 T ol
hER . R CPEEE RS A RE RS A 2 ] m R R A R AR
SRR 17.2% (2005), 18.5% (2006), 20.4% (2007), 21.5% (2008), 21.3% (2009)

F122.2% (2010). HBLFEIN, RRAGESEHEMELS T RBAT ALY, SRR

U (R EHEES 2004), 508 0, dbit: ANERZHH B, 2004 4.
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ot mmts, PR R BCRAEIZ D . 19994, |7 40N T SElm iy 1R 55, R
BT RN JUANE R R 2300 A A B 702 A LB R A LB oR A B, R s B 9™
M E R IEFEAR R N e BRIl = 5 AR S5 fevr D Lo i iteE. 10
NN T ZEd 055, R T 51 AMROIIEE, B KR RERPEE, 2001465
e8P IR B T 70 A R Ip R A R Ir 2 Be i 8, 200148 i 13T IR A0 s A
TN AR P ST 2R M2 BRI, SCRF D AR R4S 3 - 2
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