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Environmental Influence on Organizational Characteristics of Private Colleges
in Mainland of China
Fenggiao Yan
(IEE, Peking University)
Abstract: Private higher education reemerges after disappearance for more than
30 years in Mainland of China. In this process, it obtains some unique characteristics.
This paper demonstrates and anal yses some characteristics of private higher education
from organizational perspective. First of al, it has generalist structure to adapt to the
dynamic environments, secondly, its structure and function evolve from
legitimacy-oriented to competition-oriented when the population increases; finally,
private higher education institutions are diversified in different geographies.
Key words. organizational characteristics, environmental influence, private
colleges, Mainland of China
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