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Understanding the Influence of Information Support on the Students' National
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Abstract: In 2014, Chinese government has announced a major reform of the national college
entrance exam, designed to make the selection of students and their enrollment in universities
a more scientific and fair procedure and promote education for students' all-around
development. Under the reforms, students will be given more flexibility and autonomy. Using
data from high school student survey, the purpose of this study is to examine the possible link
between admission information support and exam performance. The major findings are
summarized as follows: (1) socioeconomic status is associated with significant differences in
exam performance, advantaged students tend to outscore their disadvantaged peers; (2) the
complexity of college application process limits the effectiveness of parental educational
involvement; (3) with the reform, the new selection and enrollment rules have spawned the
emergence of the private admission counselling industry which significantly improves the
exam scores of advantaged students; (4) school counselling has compensation effects on

disadvantaged students’ exam scores.

Keywords: new college-entrance examination; information support; college choice;

educational achievement



