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Abstract:Private higher education institutions emerged from China’s specific social
contexts and the process of social transition. The basic governance structure is
characterized with policy making by the board of trustees and implementing role of
the presidents. Behind the consistent and normative governance structure, there are
many complicated arrangements due to interests and interest conflict. This reflects the
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dominance of interest group in the governance of private higher education institutions.
Based on analyses of legal documents and data on finance and board composition in
two case institutions, the paper tested the proposition that dominance of interest group
in the governance of private higher education institutions is determined by ambiguous
definition of private institutions and sole fee source. In order to test the proposition in
a broader sense, the paper also employs analytical method of ideal type and makes
comparative analyses of American, Japanese and Chinese private higher education
institutions. Three models---lay person control, internal person control, and interest
group control, are summarized respectively.

Key words: China, private higher education institutions, governance, characteristics,
nature of institutions, resource dependence
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1 1997
% % % %
15 915 140 1070
785 | 7.3 39297.01 | 16.5 8908.23 | 10.3 48990.24 | 14.6
2795 | 25.9 130675.58 | 54.8 48623.4 | 56.1 | 182093.98 | 54.2
1746.6 | 16.2 2853.6 | 1.2 4577.52 5.3 9177.72 2.7
5448.10 | 50.6 65753.72 | 27.5 | 24603.17 | 28.3 95804.99 | 28.5
10774.7 | 100 238579.91 | 100 | 86712.32 100 | 336066.93 100
4 2001
A 2003-2005
93%
7%
63.4%
36.6%
27.3%
2 A 2003-2005
*%* *%*
25906 22425 1709 100 24234 15958 19888 35846
2003 -11612 | 18280
(10727) 92.5 7.1 0.4 100 44.5 55.5 100
28798 23871 1854 100 25825 18436 14060 32496
2004 -6671 | 3787
(13762) 92.4 7.2 0.4 100 56.7 43.3 100
32089 28667 1916 100 30683 20831 12028 32859
2005 -2176 | 5334
(17327) 93.4 6.2 0.4 100 63.4 36.6 100
A

**

28667-20831 /28667*100%=27.3%
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3 B 2004-2005 A B
2005 54.9%
45_.1%
B A
A
3 B 2004-2005
% %
2004 3486 1800 51.8 1672 48.2 14 423
2005 4435 1840 451 2237 54.9 358 128
2006 5442 2053 451 2496 54.9 893 261
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