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Are Vocational College Graduates in Disadvantaged Labor Market Position?

Po Yang
(Graduate School of Education/Institute of Economics of Education, Peking University, Beijing, 100871)

Abstract: Does the employability-orientation of vocational higher education in China lead to
higher employment rate and job quality for recent graduates? This study utilizes the 2008
MYCOS College Graduate Survey to analyze the initial employment probability and starting
salary of academic 4-year and vocational 3-year college graduates. It also explores influences
of college major, occupation, industry, type and size of employer, and firm location on initial
employment condition. The findings point out that vocational college graduates perform
worse than academic 4-year college peers, as indicated by human capital theory and sorting
hypothesis. The heterogeneity of labor market, vulnerable to economic cycle, rapid
technology update, and local job placement are major characteristics of labor market facing
vocational students, which imply that vocational colleges should pay more attention to
increasing students’ general skills to adapt to environment change. In addition, individuals
should conduct job search and make employment choice based on the comparative advantage
principle.
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