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Effectiveness of higher Education for lifelong learning:

the exploration of Beida Ping-min School of Peking University
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Abstract: Recently in China, with the advancement of industrialization and urbanization, large
proportions of poverty and low-income population have migrated from rural to urban areas.
Migrant workers, numbered at about 130 million according to the Ministry of Labor and Social
Security, have provided the cheap labor critical to China's rapid development. Therefore, how to
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enhance the vocational skills of the migrants and their adaptation to city life is critical for creating
economic success and social cohesion. In order to provide the opportunity of education and
training to the migrant workers who are working at Peking University, the university created Beida
Ping-min school (BPS). BPS inherit the concept of work is inviolate, the inspirit which advocated
by Cai, Yuanpei, a past president of Peking University. Different from the existing training models
for migrant workers, through utilizing the teaching resource of the Peking University and
volunteer aides, whether from teachers or students, BPS emphasizes on helping rural migrant
workers eliminate social exclusion, reducing marginalization of this disadvantaged group in the
city, in order to help them enter into social relational network of the city smoothly and truly. In the
past three years, nearly 250 migrant workers have gained free training which included values for
learning and working, English and computer basic skills. After the training, the rural migrant
workers who participated into Ping-min School studies, at the same time of improving their basic
skills, have gain their identity, status and respect again. They have re-build their self-confidence,
affirmed their rights, and tried to change their living conditions and environment, to join in other
social groups and to participate into building their community and lives positively.
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