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Issues in the Study of Benefits of Higher Vocational

Education in China: A Literature Review

Po Yang

Abstrct: Prompting higher vocational education is a critical direction for Chinese educational
development. The development of vocational education can potentially improve the accumulation
and the quality of human resource in China, and generate productivity increment and economic
growth. This paper reviews the existing literature on benefits of vocational higher education from
human capital and sociological perspectives. It also summarizes empirical evidence on the benefit
of vocational education and its impacts on postgraduate employment and income, including their
findings and methodological problems. This article proposes a new analytical framework for
studying economic and non-economic benefits of vocational higher education based on the
literature review.
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